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BOROUGH  OF  BECCLES 


ANNUAL  REPORT  OF  THE  MEDICAL  OFFICER  OF  HEALTH  FOR  THE  YEAR  1971 

To  the  Mayor,  Alderman  and  Councillors  of  the  Borough  of  Beccles, 

I have  the  honour  to  present  the  Annual  Report  on  the  Health  of  the  Borough 
during  197 1« 

There  was  an  apparent  fall  in  the  population  from  8,280  in  1970  to  8,030 
in  1971,  The  former  figure  was  the  Registrar  General's  estimate  of  the  population 
for  that  year  whereas  the  latter  was  the  conclusion  of  the  Census  carried  out 
during  1971,  It  is  probable  that  the  Census  is  the  more  accurate  figure 

There  were  83  deaths  during  the  year.  The  adjusted  death  rate  was  10.00 
per  thousand  of  the  population  which  is  lower  than  the  National  rate  of  11, 6. 

This  shows  very  little  variation  from  recent  years c The  chief  causes  of  death  were 
diseases  of  the  circulatory  system,  and  malignant  diseases,  which  between  them 
accounted  for  59  of  the  93  deaths.  Seventy  three  of  the  deaths  were  of  persons 
over  the  age  of  65  and  48  were  of  people  aged  75  and  over. 

There  were  109  live  births  during  the  year  giving  an  adjusted  birth  rate 
of  14.7  per  thousand  of  the  population  which  is  below  the  National  Rate  of  16o0, 
There  was  one  still  birth.  Two  babies  died  during  the  first  year  of  life,  one 
within  6 hours  of  birth,  the  other  at  5 months  of  age.  The  cause  of  death  in  each 
case  was  congenital  defects,,  There  were  no  deaths  of  mothers  during  child  birth* 
Little  infectious  disease  was  notified.  There  were  59  cases  of  measles,  56 
of  them  during  the  months  of  July  and  August,  There  were  two  unrelated  cases  of 
food  poisoning  (salmonellosis),  one  was  the  sequel  to  a continental  camping  holiday, 
the  other  in  a person  aged  71*  Both  were  isolated  cdses  of  indeterminate  origin. 

No  new  cases  of  tuberculosis  occured  during  the  year.  There  are  22  persons 
in  the  Borough  notified  as  suffering  from  this  illness,  in  some  instances  many 
years  ago.  They  could  now  perhaps  more  properly  be  described  as  "under  observation" 
rather  than  current  cases*  The  virtual  elimination  of  this  and  the  other  epidemic 
diseases  which  periodically  swept  through  the  population  creating  an  appalling  toll, 
particularly  of  infant  life,  is  one  of  the  greatest  triumphs  of  the  health  services, 

A.  C,  Gee 

Medical  Officer  of  Healths 

JUNE  1972 


1. 


GENERAL  STATISTICS 


Area  ( in  acres  ) . . , . . . » . 

Registrar  General's  estimate  of  population  (mid  1970) 
Number  of  inhabited  houses  , . . . . , .«  * „ 

Rateable  Value  (December  1970)  *c  , . , . e . 

Product  of  Penny  Rate  (To  December  1970)  c.  . . c 


. . 2,107 
8,030 
3,092 

..  £295,510 
..  £2,920 


Beccles 

England 

& 

Wales 

LIVE  BIRTHS 

Rate  per  1,000  population  e. 

109 
13,  6 

783,165 

16.0 

ILLEGITIMATE  LIVE  BIRTHS 

Per  cent  of  total  live  births  .........cc*....... 

5.0 

8.0 

STILL  BIRTHS 

N UUlt) er  cr«c««#v  cc<k>ei£f«co«c«roeu40««('O«*«</«o«C0&s 

1 

9,898 

Rate  per  1,000  of  total  live  and  still  births  ,ti 

9 

12. 

INFANT  DEATHS  (Deaths  under  1 year) 

2 

13,726 

INFANT  MORTALITY  RATES 

Total  infant  deaths  per  1,000  total  live  births  . 

18 

18 

Legitimate  infant  deaths  per  1,000  legitimate  live 

births . . . 

19 

17 

Illegitimate  infant  deaths  per  1,000  illegitimate 

1 ive  births  , * . 

- 

24 

NEO-NATAL  MORTALITY  RATE  (deaths  under  4 weeks  per 

1,000  total  live  births. 

18 

12 

EARLY  NEO-NATAL  MORTALITY  RATE  (deaths  under  1 week 

per  1,000  live  births 

18 

10 

PERINATAL  MORTALITY  RATE  (still  births  and  deaths 
under  1 week  combined  per  1,000  total  live  and  still 

births  i ......  c ..  c < , 

27 

22 

MATERNAL  MORTALITY  (including  abortion) 

Number  of  deaths  . „ » 0 . c . ? * . . . . . . 

None 

| 

Rate  per  1,000  total  live  and  still  births  . . « , c « o o 

I 

1 

2. 


VITAL  STATISTICS 

Male 

Femal e 

TOTAIi 

LIVE  BIRTHS 

TjO'L'Cll  ooocoooooet>€Ooecoooot>ooooot>ooo 

62 

47 

109 

Legitimate  oogqogqoooooooqocoooogooo 

59 

45 

104 

I 1 1 eg  X Ty  imate  © c « o o eooooooooooooooooG 

3 

2 

5 

STILL  BIRTHS 

IOT-al  eeococoooeooo  vococooocoooooooo 

1 

- 

1 

Le g it ima  te  eocGeGocoocoeoeceGeGooGoo 

1 

- 

1 

1 1 1 e gl  t ima  tie  oooeoecoofioococoeGooceo 

_ 

- 

- 

DEATHS  OP  INFANTS  UNDER  1 YEAR  OF  AGE 

-To  ^a  1 ocooooooooooooooooooeooooooooo 

2 

~ 

2 

Legltima  <0  ooooooooooooeoooooooooooo 

2 

- 

2 

1 1 i e gl*C>  ima  'oQ  oeooooooooooooooooooooo 

~ 

- 

- 

DEATHS  OF  INFANTS  UNDER  4 WEEKS  OF  AGE 

Total  OOCOCOOOOOOOOGCOOOOOOOGCOOOOOO 

2 

- 

2 

Legl fc imate  oooooooooooooooooooooeooo 

2 

- 

2 

11  legit  ima  \»e  ooooooooooooooooooooooo 

-- 

- 

- 

DEATHS  OF  INFANTS  UNDER.  1 WEEK  OF  AGE 

TO  Ual  OOOGCOOOOOOOOOGOCCOQGOOOOOGOOO 

2 

2 

Legitimate  cooococoooooooogogoooooo o 

2 

- 

2 

I 1 1 eg  iina  s/e  eOOOCOOOOOOGGCOGOOOOO  o o 

- 

- 

~ 

DEATHS  - AIL,  AGES 

51 

42 

93 

RATES 

r— — 
Beccles 

- -r.i.,p—  . ■ 

England  & Wales 

AdjUA  sed  Birth  Rax>e  ooooooooooooooooo 

14  o 7 

16o0 

Death  Bate  per  1?000  estimated 

population  000c 

1 1 „ 6 

llo6 

Adjusted  Dea’oh  Rav)e  o©o©©oo©oo©©.o0©oo 

10o0 

llo6 

Comparability  Factor  (Births) 

lc08 

Comparability  Factor  (Deaths) 

®86 
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CAUSES  OF  DEATH 


Male 

Female 

TOTAL 

Malignant  Neoplasm,  Buccal  Cavity  etc. 

— 

1 

1 

Malignant  Neoplasm,  Oesophagus 

- 

2 

2 

Malignant  Neoplasm,  Stomach 

1 

- 

1 

Malignant  Neoplasm,  Intestine 

2 

2 

4 

Malignant  Neoplasm,  Lung,  Bronchus 

3 

2 

5 

Malignant  Neoplasm,  Breast 

- 

2 

2 

Malignant  Neoplasm,  Uterus 

- 

1 

1 

Other  Malignant  Neoplasms 

5 

3 

8 

i Other  Diseases  of  Nervous  System 

1 

1 

2 

1 

Chronic  Rheumatic  Heart  Disease 

- 

1 

1 

Hypertensive  Disease 

1 

- 

1 

Ischaemic  Heart  Disease 

9 

5 

14 

Other  Forms  of  Heart  Disease 

8 

3 

11 

Cerebrovascular  Disease 

8 

11 

19 

Other  Diseases  of  Circulatory  System 

4 

4 

8 

Pneumonia 

4 

- 

4 

Bronchitis  and  Emphysema 

2 

- 

2 

Intestinal  Obstruction  and  Hernia 

1 

- 

1 

Other  Diseases,  Genito-urinary  System 

- 

1 

1 

Diseases  of  Musculo-skeletal  System 

- 

1 

1 

Other  Causes  of  Perinatal  Mortality 

1 

- 

1 

All  other  Accidents 

1 

1 

2 

Suicide  and  Self-inflicted  Injuries 

- 

1 

1 

TOTAL  ALL  CAUSES 

— 

51 

42 

93 

AGE  AT  DEATH 


Under 

4 

Weeks 

4 Weeks 
& Under 
1 Year 

Age  in  Years 

1 to 
4 

5 to 
14 

15  to 
24 

25  to 
34 

35  to 
44 

45  to 
54 

55  to 
64 

65  to 
74 

75 

and 

over 

TOTAL 

2 

— 

— 

- 

1 

— 

1 

7 

9 

24 

49 

93 
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DEATHS  FROM  CANCER  OF  THE  LUNG  AND  BRONCHUS  DURING  THE  YEARS  1955  - 1971 


YEAR 

MALE 

FEMALE 

TOTAL 

DEATH  RATE  PER  1,000 
POPULATION 

1955 

1 

1 

2 

0®  28 

1956 

1 

— 

1 

0.13 

1957 

2 

1 

3 

0®43 

1958 

— 

- 

- 

Nil 

1959 

4 

— 

4 

0.57 

1960 

2 

1 

3 

0.43 

1961 

3 

- 

3 

0®40 

1962 

5 

— 

5 

0.68 

1963 

2 

- 

2 

0.27 

1964 

4 

- 

4 

0.53 

1965 

3 

1 

4 

0.52 

1966 

3 

- 

3 

0.38 

1967 

2 

1 

3 

0.38 

1968 

3 

2 

5 

0.63 

1969 

3 

— 

3 

0.36 

1970 

4 

2 

6 

0.72 

1071 

3 

2 

5 

0.62 

TOTAL 

45 

— — 

11 

56 

ADJUSTED  BIRTH  AND  DEATH  RATE;  COMPARABILITY  FACTOR 

Local  birth  rates  are  expressed  in  terms  of  population.  These 
populations  are  estimated  by  the  Registrar-General  and  comprise  persons  of  all 
ages,  including  those  who  have  no  influence  on  the  birth  rate*  These  latter 
do,  however,  effect  the  birth  rate  in  that  a high  proportion  of  them  in  a 
population  tends  to  lower,  and  a small  proportion  tends  to  raise  the  true  rate. 

The  size  of  this  proportion  will  vary  in  different  areas  and,  therefore,  the 
elimination  or  standardization  of  such  a factor  will  give  a truer  comparison 
between  areas. 

The  Registrar-General  issues  a comparability  factor  on  these  lines® 
Multiplication  of  the  crude  birth  rate  of  an  area  by  the  comparability  factor 
gives  the  adjusted  birth  rate  and  can  be  compared  with  the  crude  rate  for 
England  and  Wales. 

The  comparability  factor  for  deaths  is  obtained  in  a similar  way  to  the 
above.  The  factors  for  certain  areas,  where  rapid  increase  or  reduction  in  the 
population  affects  its  comparison  by  sex  and  age  groups  are  also  adjusted  on 
that  account.  Death  rate  area  comparability  factors  are  adjusted  to  take  account  of 
the  presence  of  any  residential  institutions  in  each  area.  Birth  rate 
comparability  factors  are  also  adjusted  to  take  account  of  the  presence  of 
sterile  populations  in  institutions  for  the  mentally  ill  or  mentally  deficient® 

TABLE  SHOWING  THE  MORE  IMPORTANT  CAUSES  OF  DEATH,  NUMBERS  AND  PERCENTAGE 


CAUSE  OF  DEATH 

NO.  OF 

DEATHS 

PERCENTAGE 

1970 

1971 

1970 

] 1971 

Diseases  of  circulatory 
system 

56 

35 

55.5$ 

37.63$ 

Vascular  lesions  of 

nervous  system 

— 

2 

— 

2.15$ 

Malignant  Diseases 

23 

24 

22. S$ 

25.81$ 

Pneumonia  & Bronchitis 

8 

6 

7.9$ 

6.45  $ 

Influenza 

4 

- 

3.9$ 

- 

All  other  causep 

10 

26 

9.9$ 

27,96$ 

TOTAL 

101 

93 

100 

100 

5. 


COMPARATIVE  STATISTICS 
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DISEASES  NOTIFIED  DURING  THE  YEAR, 
CLASSIFIED  ACCORDING  TO  MONTH  OF  OCCURENCE. 


MEASLES 

SALMONELLOSIS 

January 

February 

March 

April 

May 

2 

June 

- 

July 

21 

1 

August 

35 

1 

September 

1 

October 

November 

December 

TOTAL 

— 

59 

2 

7 


NUMBER  OF  ALL  CONFIRMED  CASES  OF  INFECTIOUS  AND  OTHER  NOTIFIABLE 


DISEASES  NOTIFIED 

DURING  THE 

YEAR 

1971  ACCORDING  TO  AGE  AND  SEX 

i 

AGE 

r 

MEASLES 

| 

SALMONELLOSIS 

M 

F TOTAL 

M F 

TOTAL 

Under  1 

- ; 

- 

- 

- 

; 

1 - 

3 

1 

4 

- 

- - 

2 - 

5 

2 

7 

- 

3 - 

3 

6 

9 

- 

- 

4 - 

3 

4 

7 

- 

- 

5-9 

16 

15 

31 

- 

- 

! 10  - 14 

- 

1 

1 

- 

- 

15  - 24 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

25  - 44 

- 

- 

- 

1 

1 

44  - 64 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

65  and*  over 

- 

- 

1 

1 

Age  unknown 

! 

- 

- 

- 

- 

i 

: 

! 

| TOTAL 

30 

29 

| ) 

59 

1 1 

f 

2 

8 


TUBERCULOSIS 

MALES 

FEMALES 

TOTAL 

1 

Pulmonary  | Non- 

Pulmonary 

Pulmonary  Non- 

Pulmonary 

No,  of  cases  on 
the  Register  at 
31st  December 
1970. 

13  3 

1 5 

22 

No,  of  cases 
added  during  the 
year 

- 

- 

-- 

No.  of  cases 
removed  during  the 
year 

- 

- 

- 

No.  of  cases  on  the 

Register  at 

31st  December  1971 

13  3 

1 [ 

1 5 

22 
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ANNUAL.  REPORT  OF  THE  PUBLIC  HEALTH  INSPEC TOR. 


FOR  THE  YEAR  1971 

Your  Worship,  Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 


I present  my  twenty-third  Annual  Report  since  my  appointment  in  May  1949 
as  the  Council’s  Public  Health  Inspector* 

PUBLIC  HEALTH  ACT  1936 

Drainage,  Sewerage  and  Sewage  Disposal 

Ihe  progressive  extension  of  sewerage  and  piped  water  supplies  in  recent 
years  has  resulted  in  there  remaining  only  eight  properties  in  the  Borough  which 
are  not  connected  to  the  sewerage  system. 

Sewage  is  treated  at  the  Council's  disposal  works  at  Worlingham  which  was 
opened  in  1909.  It  is  under  the  day  to  day  control  of  the  Borough  Engineer, 

S.  C.  Bromley  Esq* , M.I.M.E.,  M.I.H.E. 

The  final  effluent  to  the  river  Waveney  is  of  a very  high  standard  of 
purity  and  this  recent  contribution  by  the  Council  to  the  removal  of  pollution 
must  be  a source  of  great  satisfaction  to  them* 


WATER  SUPPLY 

Piped  water  is  supplied  to  all  but  eight  houses  in  the  Borough. 

Water  is  supplied  by  East  Anglian  Water  Company  to  whose  Chief  Engineer 
(K.  B.  Clarke,  Esq.,  B,Sc.  (Eng)  A.M.I.C.E.,  A.M.I.W.E.,  M.R.S.H.,  F.G.S.) 

I am  indebted  for  the  following  reports— 


The  water-  supply  to  the  Borough  of  Beccles  has  been  satisfactory  both  in 
quality  and  quantity.  Occasionally  iron  compounds  which  naturally  occur  in  the 
raw  water  and  of  which  there  are  deposits  in  the  mains,  have  discouloured  the 
water.  Whenever  this  has  occurred  action  has  been  rapidly  taken  to  clear  the 
system  of  discolouration. 

3,176  properties  are  fed  directly  from  the  public  water  mains  and  a further 
14  properties  by  means  of  standpipes. 

The  fluoride  content  of  the  water  varies  slightly  but  is  normally  0.2  p.p.m. 

Hie  Bacteriological  purity  of  the  water  has  been  maintained  throughout 
thb  year,  regular  monthly  samples  being  taken  from  different  points  in  the 
distribution  system.  Copies  of  typical  analyses  are  attached.  Chemical 

analyses  are  also  taken  indicating  that  the  water  does  not  have  a plumbo  solvent 
action. 

No  change  has  taken  place  in  the  source  of  supply  of  the  water  to  feed  Beccles, 
the  water  being  obtained  from  boreholes  in  the  chalk  and  crag  at  Barsham  and  the 
surrounding  area  and  from  the  gravels  on  Broome  Common.  The  treated  water  is  then 
pumped  to  the  reservoir  and  tower  at  South  Road,  Beccles.  A new  pump  has  recently 
been  installed  to  pump  to  the  tower  to  meet  the  increased  demand. 
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THE  COUNTIES  PUBLIC  HEALTH  LABORATORIES 


Thresh  House , Verulam  Street, 

Gray's  Inn  Road,  LONDON,  WXIX  8NB. 

ANALYSIS  OF  A SAMPLE  OF  WATER  received  16.6.71  Our  Ref  A/r/625 

From  EAST  ANGLIAN  WATER  COMPANY 


Labelled  SOUTH  ROAD,  BECCLES.  BARSHAM  BORE. 


Date 


Taken  by  C.  Perrett 


Witness  R.  Cooke 


16.6.71  10.30  a.m. 

Signed  C.  Perrett 


Appearance 


CHEMICAL  RESULTS  IN  MILLIGRAMMES  PER  LITRE  (ppm) 
Clear  and  bright 


Colour  (Hazen) 

nil 

Odour 

IIXJ. 

nil 

pH 

7.6 

Free  Carbon  Dioxide 

12 

Electrical  Conductivity 

675 

Dissolved  Solids  dried  at 

180°C  465 

Reciprocal  Megohms  per  cm.  at  20  C 

Chlorine  present  as 

Chloride 

76 

Alkalinity  as  Ca  C0_ 

240 

Hardness  as  Ca  CO^: 

Total 

390 

Carbonate  240  Non  Carbonate  150 

Nitrate  Nitrogen 

0.4 

Nitrite  Nitrogen 

absent 

Ammoniacal  Nitrogen 

0.00 

Permanganate  Value 

0.20 

Albuminoid  Nitrogen 

0.03 

Residual  Chlorine 

0.07 

Iron: 

* * *0106* 4 

Metals  Zinc: 

0.03 

Lead: 

absent 

CSpper? ‘ 

***0130** 

BACTERIOLOGICAL  RESULTS 


Number  of  colonies  developing  on  Agar  ( 0 

Present  in 


( 1 day  at  37°C  2 days  at  37°C  3 days  at  20-22° C 

0 , 450 


per  ml  • ••••  per  ml  per  ml 

Absent  in  Most  probable  number. 


Presumptive  Coliform  reaction 

• • • 

100 

...ml  ... 

0 

E.  coli.  (Type  l)  ......... 

# • ♦ 

100 

0 

Cl.  welchii  reaction  

• • • 

100 

This  sample  is  clear  and  bright  in  appearance,  has  a reaction  slightly  on  the 
alkaline  side  of  neutrality  and  is  free  from  metals  apart  from  a minute  trace  of 
copper,  possibly  derived  from  a copper  pipe,  and  very  minute  traces  of  other  metals. 
The  water  is  very  hard  in  character  but  contains  no  excess  of  mineral  or  saline 
constituents  in  solution.  It  conforms  to  the  highest  standard  of  organic  quality 
and  is  also  of  satisfactory  bacterial  purity. 


These  results  indicate  a pure  and  wholesome  water  suitable  for  drinking  and 
domestic  uses. 
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REFUSE  COLLECTION  AND  DISPOSAL 


This  service  is  under  the  direction  of  the  Borough  Engineer. 

Collection  is  weekly.  Disposal  is  by  controlled  tipping  on  the  marsh 
estate  of  the  Council. 

ATMOSPHERIC  POLLUTION 

There  have  been  no  complaints  of  industrial  atmospheric  pollution  during  the 

year. 

The  progressive  replacement  of  old-fashioned  inefficient  coal  fires  has 
steadily  reduced  pollution  from  domestic  sources. 

The  chief  caus£  of  contamination  of  the  atmosphere  and  pollution  by  noise 
is  without  doubt  the  ever  increasing  volume  of  road  traffic  in  the  streets  of  the 
Borough.  Its  compact  design,  its  narrow  pavements  and  its  geographical  position 
have  combined  to  render  it  particularly  susceptible  to  spoliation  by  heavy  traffic, 
and  nothing  is  more  prejudicial  to  the  quality  of  life  in  the  Borough. 

The  results  of  the  continual  inhalation  of  exhaust  fumes,  the  battering  of  the 
senses  by  noise,  and  the  claustrophobic  feeling  of  being  trapped  on  narrow  pavements 
between  tall  buildings  and  huge  vehicles  combine  to  create  conditions  whifch  are 
in  the  most  literal  sense  "prejudicial  to  health".  Forceful  arguments  have  been 
advanced  for  the  provision  of  a by-pass  on  amenity  and  economic  grounds.  Even 
more  important  are  the  physical  and  mental  effects  on  the  residents  of  Beccles. 

The  reduction  in  road  traffic  in  the  Borough  by  the  provision  of  a by-pass 
would  be  the  most  significant  public  health  measure  which  could  possibly  be 
undertaken  at  present. 

OFFENSIVE  TRADES 

There  is  one  by-products  factory  in  the  Borough.  It  has  twice  been  the  subject 
of  proceedings  under  section  107  of  the  Public  Health  Act  19360 

Efforts  to  produce  a state  of  affairs  at  this  factory  which  is  acceptable  to 
the  rate  payers  of  the  Borough  continued  throughout  the  year. 

BATHING  POOLS 

One  enterprising  local  school  has  provided  its  own  heated  and  chlorinated 
permanant  swimming  pool  since  it  is  situated  on  land  owned  by  the  Education 
Committee  it  is  regularly  visited  by  the  County  Health  Inspector  R.  E„  Law  Esq., 
F.A.P.H. I.  who  comments  very  favourably  on  the  way  in  which  if  is  maintained. 

The  public  swimming  pool  in  Puddingmoor  is  owned  by  the  Borough  Council  and 
was  opened  in  1959  to  replace  the  former  pool  which  was  merely  a fenced  off  area 
of  the  river  Waveney  and  a demonstrable  hazard  to  the  public  health.  It  is  under 
the  day  to  day  administration  of  the  Borough  Engineer. 

The  following  details  are  included  at  the  request  of  the  Department  of  Health 

and  Social  Security: - 

It  is  situated  in  Puddingmoor  by  the  River  Waveney,  near  the  centre  of  the 
Town,  measures  100  ft.  by  50  ft.  and  is  3 ft.  deep  at  the  shallow  end.  There 
is  a 12  ft.  diving  pit  at  the  deep  endo  It  is  constructed  of  re— inforced 
concrete,  finished  in  blue  enamel,  with  a perimeter  scum  channel.  There  is 
a footpath  at  the  entrance  to  the  Pool,  and  spectators  are  separated  from  the 

surround  by  a guard  rail.  Electricity  and  mains  water  supply  are  available. 
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The  Pool  is  filled  at  the  beginning  of  the  season  by  mains  water  supply,, 
Treatment  is  by  filtration,  aeration  cascade  and  break-point  chlorination,  with 
chemical  dosage  of  soda  and  alumina  to  control  pH.  The  water  is  changed  every 
seven  hours  at  a rate  of  524  gallons  per  minute.  ’'Topping  up’  is  from  the 
mains  water  supply. 

A paddling  pool  for  young  children  is  provided  to  relieve  congestion  at 
the  shallow  end. 

New  sanitary  accommodation  and  washing  facilities  have  recently  been 
provided  and  it  is  proposed  to  replace  the  changing  accommodation  which  is 
the  only  remaining  legacy  of  the  old  swimming  pool. 

Samples  submitted  for  bacteriological  examination  showed  that  the  water  in 
the  pool  was  literally  fit  for  drinking. 

HOUSING  ACT  1957 
SLUM  CLEARANCE 

One  house,  the  subject  of  a demolition  order  was  pulled  down  during  the  year. 

Negotiations  were  in  progress  with  the  owner  of  two  further  vacant  houses 
with  a view  to  their  being  demolished  or  completely  rehabilitated. 

The  owners  of  a further  three  houses,  the  subject  of  demolition  orders, 
submitted  schemes  for  rendering  them  fit  which  were  accepted  by  the  Council. 

There  were  at  the  end  of  the  year  sixteen  houses  which  were  deemed  to  be  unfit 
for  human  habitation.  Three  were  still  occupied,  all  by  elderly  tenants  of  long 
standing  and  it  was  considered  that  forceably  to  remove  them  against  their  will 
would  be  a negation  of  all  that  the  Council  is  seeking  to  do  in  this  field. 

One  hundred  and  thirty-two  houses  have  been  dealt  with  under  the  slum  clearance 
provision  of  the  housing  acts  in  recent  years.  Almost  all,  with  the  exception  of 
those  mentioned,  have  been  demolished,  and  the.  acquisation  of  the  sites  by  the 
Council  has  permitted  worthwhile  improvements  such  as  the  provision  of  car* 
parks,  amenity  areas,  and  industrial  and  housing  development,  to  be  effected. 

PROVISION  OF  COUNCIL  HOUSES 

No  new  Council  houses  were  completed  during  1971  but  the  preliminary  works 
to  the  building  of  a further  100  dwellings  at  Rigbourne  Hill  and  Peddars  Lane  were 
started. 

The  Council  owns  817  of  the  3,Q92  dwellings  in  the  Borough  - well  over  one 
quarter.  Almost  all  have  been  built  in  the  post  war  years,  and  are  provided  with 
all  basic  amenities.  The  modernisation  of  the  few  which  were  not  is  in  progress. 

It  is  interesting  to  note  that  the  occupancy  of  houses  throughout  the  Borough 
is  2.74  persons  per  house.  This  suggests  that  the  overcrowding  of  houses  is  not 
a general  problem  as  it  was  in  the  thirties  but  localised  to  individual  houses  and 
families. 

HOUSE  IMPROVEMENTS 

The  progressive  improvement  of  the  older  houses  in  the  Borough  continues. 

During  the  year  under  review  4 standard  and  60  discretionary  grants  were  approved. 

The  rate  of  iniprovement  of  about  one  houS'e  per  week  has  been  maintained  for  some  year 

The  great  majority  of  the  unimproved  houses  are  occupied  by  elderly  people 

who  are  unwilling  to  undertake  either  the  upheaval  or  the  expense  of  modernisation 
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which  can,  of  course,  only  he  done  with  the  consent  of  the  tenant,, 

The  improvement  of  these  houses  is  likely  to  he  secured  by  a process  of 
'evolution'.  The  high  cost  of  houses  and  restricted  rents  have  resulted  in  the 
owners  of  rented  houses  almost  invariably  selling  them  when  they  secure  possession, 
and  the  new  owner  occupier  improving  them  with  the  aid  of  a grant.  Rented  houses 
are  progressively  becoming  fewer  and  fewer, 

COMMON  LODGING  HOUSES 

At  the  request  of  the  Department  of  Health  and  Social  Security  I formally 
report  that  there  are  no  common  lodging  houses  in  the  Borough, 

PREVENTION  OF  DAMAGE  OF  PEST  ACT  1949 

The  Council  employs  one  full  time  rodent  operator  who  also  deals  with  a 
multiplicity  of  other  health  department  duties, 

FOOD  HYGIENE  (GENERAL)  REGULATIONS  1970 

The  following  is  a record  of  food  preparing  premises  in  the  Borough,  grouped 
in  categories  as  required  by  the  Department  of  Health  and  Social  Security, 


Food  Preparing  Factories  - 1 

Dairies  - 3 

Butchers*  Shops  - 12 

Groceries  - 29 

Fish  & Chip  Shops  - 4 

Hotels,  Cafes,  Restaurants  - 15 

Public  Houses  - 17 

Fishmongers  - 2 

Bakers  - 2 


The  co-operation  of  owners  in  remedying  minor  infringements  when  attention 
was  drawn  to  them  was  thoroughly  satisfactorily, 

A detailed  survey  of  public  houses  was  carried  out  during  the  year  with 
particular  reference  to  hand  washing  facilities  for  patrons.  This  was  in  some 
cases  non-existent  and  notwithstanding  the  fact  that  the  law  makes  no  provision 
for  this,  the  co-operation  of  the  owners  was  sought  and  obtained, 

POULTRY  PROCESSING  FACTORIES 

I formally  report  that  there  are  no  such  premises  in  the  Borough, 
SLAUGHTERHOUSES 

There  are  two  licensed  slaughterhouses  in  the  Borough, 

One  is  a large  abattoir  with  a very  big  throughput  supplying  meat  to  customers 
not  only  throughout  this  country  but  also  to  the  continent. 

The  second  is  a small  local  slaughterhouse  supplying  four  butcher  shops 
in  the  vicinity, 

MEAT  INSPECTION 

Meat  inspection  at  the  abattoir  is  the  responsibility  of  Messrs,  Roe  & James 
a local  practice  of  three  vcterimry  surgeons,  who  are  employed  by  the  Council 
exclusively  for  this  work.  The  Public  Health  Inspector  is  responsible  for  the 
small  slaughterhouse. 
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Details  of  inspections  and  condemnation  during  the  year  are  as  follows : 


Cattle 

j Calves 

Sheep  & 
Lambs 

r — “ — i 

Pigs 

No.  Killed 

13,139 

67 

233 

51,306  | 

1 

No.  Inspected 

13,139 

67 

233 

51,306  ! 

j 

1 

Whole  Carcases  condemned: 
Tuberculosis 

s 

Other  causes 

24 

2 

- 

181  | 

Carcase  of  which  some 
part  or  organ  was  condemned: 

Tuberculosis 

1 

J 

1 

| 

i 

72 

Other  Causes 

i 

3,641 

j 

J 

T 

7 i 

' 

t 

2,198  5 

1 

DISPOSAL  OF  UNSOUND  FOOD 

In  addition  to  the  meat  listed  above,  some  350  other  items  of  food  stuffs 
were  voluntarily  surrendered  as  being  unfit  for  human  consumption,  and  so  certified,. 
The  majority  of  this  food  was  processed  at  the  by-products  factory  in  Common 
Lane  North  where  it  was  exposed  to  very  high  temperatures,  rendered  sterile  and 
innocuous  and  converted  into  commercial^ valuable  substances  such  as  fat,  fertilizer 
and  animal  feeding  stuffs. 

Food  unsuitable  for  processing  in  this  way  was  buried  under  supervision  at 
the  Council's  Refuse  Tip. 

OFFICES,  SHOPS  AND  RAILWAY  PREMISES  ACT 

The  following  is  an  extract  from  the  report  to  the  Department  of  Employment  on 
work  carried  out  under  this  Act  during  the  year  1971. 




TOTAL  NUMBER  OF 

t— — — — — ] 

NUMBER.  OF  REGISTERED 

REGISTERED 

PREMISES  RECEIVING 

PREMISES  AT  END 

ONE  OR  MORE  GENERAL 

OF  YEAR 

INSPECTIONS  DURING  [ 

THE  YEAR 

Offices 

26 

10 

Retail  Shops 

81 

1 

71 

Wholesale  Departments, 

1 

Warehouses 

6 

2 

Catering  Premises 

8 

8 

Fuel  Storage  Depots. 

2 ! 

1 

{ 

TOTALS 

123 

91 

I 

15 


Number  of  Persons  Employed 
Offices 

Retail  Shops  371 

Wholesale  Departments, 

Warehouses  24 

Catering  Establishments  51 

Fuel  Storage  Depots  9 
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FACTORIES  ACT  1961 


The  following  report  on  work  carried  out  under  this  Act  is  submitted  in 
the  form  required  by  the  Department  of  Health  and  Social  Security; 

Part  1 of  the  Act 

l)  Inspections  for  purposes  of  provisions  as  to  health 

(including  inspections  made  by  the  Public  Health  Inspector). 


Number  on 

Number  of 

Premises 

Register 

Inspections 

Written 

Notices 

Occupiers 

Prosecuted 

(1) 

(2) 

(3) 

(4) 

(5) 

i.  Factories  in  which 

Sections  1,2, 3, 4,  & 6 
are  to  be  enforced 
by  Local  Authorities 

1 

i. 

- 

:ii.  Factories  not  included 

in  (i)  in  which  Section 
7 is  enforced  by  the 
Local  Authority 

49 

17 

- 

f j 

iii.  Other  premises  in  which 
Section  7 is  enforced 
by  the  Local  Authority 
(excluding  out-workers’ 
premises . ) 

j 

“ 

- 

- 

TOTAL 

! L 

50 

17  i 

- 

i 

- 

i 

16 


2 


Cases  in  which  defects  were  found 


Number  of  cases 

in  which  defects  were  found 

Number  of  cases 
in  which 

prosecutions  were 

Found 

Remedied 

Referred 

to  H.H. 
Inspector. 

’ By  H„M. 
Inspector 

instituted. 

(1) 

(2) 

(3) 

(4) 

(5) 

(6) 

Want  of 

Cleanliness 

(S.l) 

- 

- 

- 

- 

Overcrowding 

(S.2) 

- 

- 

- 

- 

Unreasonable 

Temperature 

(S.3) 

- 

- 

— 

- 

Inadequate 

Ventilation 

(S.4) 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

»« ■ -■  — 

Number 

of  cases 

in  which  defects 

were  found 

Number  of  cases 
in  which 

Found 

Remedied 

Referred 

prosecutions  were 

to  H.M. 

% H„  M» 

instituted. 

(1) 

(2) 

(3) 

Inspector. 

(4) 

Inspector. 

(5) 

(6) 

Inef ective 

drainage  of  floors 
(S-  6) 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

Sanitary- 

Conveniences 

(S.7) 

a)  Insufficient 

b)  Unsuitable  or 
defective 

c)  Not  separate 
for  sexes 


Other  offences 
against  the  Act 
(not  including 
offences  relat- 
ing to  outwork) 


TOTAL 


Part  VIII  of  the  Act 


There  were  four  outworkers  in  the  Borough,  all  engaged  in  the  making  of 
wearing  apparel. 

There  were  no  cases  of  default  in  sending  lists  to  the  Council,  and  no 
instances  of  work  in  unwholesome  premises. 


JUNE  1972. 


E.  H.  CRAMMER. 

Public  Health  Inspector. 
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